ABSTRACT: In the last few decades there have been changes in the nature of international migration trends and spatial mobility of population on the world level. This was influenced by significant changes on the political scene of Europe and the world, globalisation, international capital flows, technical-technological progress, the IT revolution and so forth.
INTRODUCTION
Different historical periods brought significant increases in migration flows and patterns and their implications have been multiply analysed. It is believed that Europe, at the beginning of the third millennium, experienced a new migration turnaround. The changed political maps of Europe and the world, inextricably linked with the turbulent economic changes and effects of globalisation, international capital flows, technological progress, along with the improvement of transport infrastructure, development of telecommunications and transportation and information revolution, have resulted in the so-called global migration era [Castles and Miller 2008] . The scope of migration flows has significantly increased, and the permanent settlement, as the most common immigration pattern, is being replaced by models of temporary, circular, transnational migration and intensification of spatial mobility of people in the most productive working age. Furthermore, the concealed, illegal forms of migration have become more complex, presenting an almost unsolvable problem for a growing number of economically developed countries.
At the beginning of the third millennium the public interest in the issue of international migration visibly increased. It was not conditioned only by its substantial intensification, because it had been present since the 1980s, but by the increasingly powerful immigration pressure faced by the most economically developed countries in the world. It is also one of the main reasons for migration, in the vast majority of studies, to be examined from the perspective of destination countries. The studies focussed on the countries of origin and complex research involving both aspects are much more uncommon. The closely related studies are devoted to the territorial aspect of studying international migration. They belong to the group of the least numerous [Skeldon 2008] , and when viewed from the perspective of the countries of origin, it is practically negligible. What prevents more reliable consideration of theoretical approaches in revealing deterministic basis of migration is exactly the lack of reliable information containing data about the migration flow between countries of origin and reception, as well as regional origin, demographic and socio--economic structures of migrants. It also prevents a more detailed analysis of the complex relations between social development and migration, particularly in the sphere of finding a political response to the possibility of using migration (foreign currency remittances, transnational migrant networks, social and human capital) to improve the socio-economic development in both the destination countries and countries of origin [Predojević-Despić and Penev 2012] .
As a country with a long tradition of emigration, specific economic and political emigration context, a significant number of its citizens abroad, as well as a very heterogeneous spatial distribution and differentiated structure of international migrants, Serbia lacks good statistics on emigrant stocks and flows [ISS and SORS 2013] , as well as a sufficient number of studies on international, and above all, economic migration. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to examine the tendency in the number of Serbian citizens working or residing abroad based on the available census data, to territorially locate the "hot" emigration zones based on the final 2011 Census data, and determine whether there have been any changes in relation to the situation disclosed by the previous 2002 Census. This paper also analyses some important structural characteristics of the emigrant stock by zones and indicates the main countries of destination. Such an approach does not have only the research, but wider social significance, particularly because most of the population abroad covered by the census maintain ties with Serbia, often visit their hometowns and present an important resource for the socio-economic development of the country.
EMIGRATION FROM SERBIA: THE TERRITORIAL ASPECT
According to the 2011 Census results 2 , slightly more than 313 thousand citizens of Serbia worked or resided abroad. It was the first population census that registered fewer people abroad than at the time of the previous one. The 2011 Census registered as many as 100 thousand people less, which is almost a quarter less than in the previous census. The causes of such large decrease are numerous, among the most important being: increased undercover as a result of putting the emphasis on the usually resident population and not on the family members living abroad, the boycott of ethnic Albanians, new remote destinations, significant number of asylum applicants, the so-called false asylum seekers, more intense departure of highly educated persons whose coverage is, as a rule, lower. However, despite the inadequate coverage and decrease in the emigrant stock, it is certain that in the last intercensal period 2002-2011 the international migration of Serbian population was less intense than in the last decade of the 20 th century. Furthermore, their character has also changed. Forced migration, as well as the migration based on predominantly political reasons, is replaced by the so-called peacetime migration, mainly motivated by economic reasons. The causal connection with the migration of the 1990s continues, especially when observing the return flows, i.e. repatriation of refugees to Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. In 2006, Montenegro became an independent state, so that the migration between the two former Yugoslav republics, previously registered as internal became international migration. According to the 2011 Census, Montenegro is among the 15 top countries of destination for the Serbian emigrants. Moreover, the progress in the EU accession process of Serbia is one of the most important triggers for emigration, which influenced the choice of destination country and length of stay abroad in the last intercensal period.
Significant regional differences in terms of emigration trends and characteristics of the Serbian emigrant stock, present back in the mid-1960s, and gradually developed and further intensified during the 1990s, are highlighted in the observed intercensal period 2002-2011, both at the lower (cities and municipalities) and the higher territorial levels (districts and macro regions). They are mainly related to different intensity of emigration and unequal share of the emigrant population in the total population. In addition, differences by areas are noticeable when considering the characteristics of emigration and the emigrant population (country of destination, length of stay abroad, age and sex structure, ethnic composition of migrants, etc.). Serbia, Central Serbia and Vojvodina, 1971 , 1981 , 1991 , 2002 Differences are present even when considering the two main areas of the country exclusively. The 2011 Census results indicate that the number of persons abroad also decreased in Central Serbia and Vojvodina (by 81 thousand and by 20 thousand respectively). However, although the decrease is greater in Central Serbia, it is relatively more pronounced in Vojvodina, both according to the negative growth rate (in Central Serbia, the decrease was 23.5%, while in Voj vo dina it was 28.8%) and to the decreasing share in the total population (Table 1) .
Regional differences are even more pronounced at lower territorial and administrative levels. It is at the municipal level that all the diversity of demographic and economic development can be clearly seen, as well as the hetero-geneity of ethno-social population structure [Penev and Predojević-Despić 2012] . This applies to the emigration flows, especially during the last two intercensal periods, i.e. after the dissolution of the former Yugoslavia, when the political and economic crisis and the war left serious consequences throughout the country and deepened regional differences.
In Serbia, there is a very heterogeneous spatial distribution of the emigrant stock. Besides the main urban areas -Belgrade (10 municipalities), Novi Sad (2 municipalities) and Niš (5 municipalities), there are only 15 municipalities and cities (out of 168) from which originate more than 50% of people living abroad in 2011. Out of this number, 10 are smaller municipalities with total population in the country and abroad under 40 thousand (of which 4 are very small -with less than 20 thousand inhabitants). These are mainly municipalities of the Braničevo, Pomoravlje, Podunavlje and Bor districts, as well as the Sandžak municipality of Novi Pazar. These are generally typical emigration municipalities which have had the above-average shares of the population abroad for decades [Penev and Predojević-Despić 2012] . In addition, by quantifying the relative numerical importance of the observed emigrant stock, expressed through the population abroad participation ratio (APR) 3 in the 2011 Census, generally very high values of that indicator are obtained for these municipalities (over 5, and in two municipalities over 10). There are also a very large number of municipalities with a negligible share of persons abroad in the total population of the municipalities (in the country and abroad). In 2011, there were more than 50 municipalities in Serbia with an APR by 50% lower than the average for Serbia.
EMIGRATION ZONES: 2011 CENSUS
In Serbia, based on the concentration of the population abroad, and not only the relative one, as well as on the percentile share of persons working or residing abroad in the total population (in the country and abroad), several zones of pronounced emigration are clearly identified. For the purposes of this paper, with its main objective to assess the basic characteristics of the migrant population stock which, according to the 2011 Census, has the largest concentration of population abroad, as well as the direction and intensity of migratory flows from Serbia, two zones of pronounced emigration were established. In order for the zones to be spatially continuous, the emigration zones also include municipalities that cannot be considered pronouncedly emigrational (at least not in terms of external migration), but which by other demographic characteristics, primarily by geographic location, are similar to their neighbouring municipalities with a very high share of people working or residing abroad.
The oldest emigration zone is the Central-East Serbia Zone (CES Zone in further text), which began to form as early as the first great emigration wave in the second half of the 1960s. It is located in the central-eastern part of Serbia. Persons from these regions immigrated mostly to the western countries. CES Zone covers a territory of 14 municipalities in three administrative districts (all the municipalities of Braničevo and Bor districts, and municipalities of Despotovac and Svilajnac belonging to Pomoravlje district). This zone, mainly due to its territorial continuity, also encompasses the municipality of Bor and Majdanpek, which have a significantly lower share of population abroad and constitute an exception to other municipalities of CES Zone [for more details see: Penev and Predojević-Despić 2012] .
In this Zone, the number of residents abroad continuously increased until the early 2000s. In the last intercensal period there was a decrease in the number of persons abroad (6.0%), but it was slower than the decrease in other areas, i.e. much slower than the average for Serbia (24.4%). The 2011 Census results also point to the scope and numerical importance of the emigrant stock from CES Zone, according to which out of 18 municipalities with the absolute majority of people from Serbia abroad, as many as 10 belonged to the central-eastern emigration zone. Every fourth citizen of Serbia abroad (26%) originates from CES Zone, while at the same time its population accounted for only 5% of the total, usual residents of Serbia. The largest number of people abroad in this zone originates from the municipality of Negotin (12.7 thousand in 2011), which in previous censuses had the highest number of persons abroad within CES Zone. Moreover, in 2011, Negotin was the second municipality in Serbia by the size of the emigrant stock, immediately after 10 Belgrade municipalities observed together.
According to the last two population censuses, the largest number of municipalities from the oldest Serbian emigration zone had at least twice the share of the population abroad than the average for Serbia. The 2011 Census recorded the highest percentile share of the emigrant stock, where nearly every fifth citizen (18.7%) of the zone lived abroad (APR value was as high as 5.3). There are also municipalities with a record-high shares of persons abroad in the total population of the municipality, even over 30% in 2011 (three neighbouring municipalities -Žabari, Kučevo and Malo Crniće), which also have very high levels of APR -even over 10 (Table 2) . These three small municipalities have a population of less than 38 thousand, which represents only 0.5% of the total population, while on the other hand, more than 17 thousand people originating from these municipalities live abroad, which is 5.5% of the total emigrant stock of Serbia.
According to the 2002 and 2011 censuses, five Sandžak municipalities of Priboj, Prijepolje, Sjenica, Novi Pazar and Tutin (in the south-western part of Serbia) also belonged to the group of municipalities with the highest share of people working or residing abroad. Unlike CES Zone, in 1991, the Sandžak municipalities had low or moderately high share of persons abroad. A sudden increase in the number of persons abroad in this South-West Emigration Zone (SWS Zone in further text) is linked to the crisis and the wars following the dissolution of the former Yugoslavia, to the strengthening of inter-ethnic tensions and the great economic crisis that has affected the entire Serbia, and especially some of its peripheral parts. These municipalities are generally characterised by the majority of Bosniak/Muslim ethnicity, i.e. Islamic religion. It should be particularly emphasised that during the 1990s and 2000s as well, in the analysed municipalities the share of the largest ethnic group was markedly higher in the total emigrant population than in the total population of the municipality. Source and note: see Table 1 decrease in the number of people abroad, of almost 21.8%, to 24.3 thousand persons. Although the decrease in this indicator is somewhat less than the Serbian average, it is significantly higher compared to CES Zone. This can be partially explained by the specific nature of emigration trends from this region during the 1990s and early 2000s, and by overcoming the causes of emigration, on the one hand, as well as the much less opportunity to obtain residence visas to Western countries, on the other hand. In addition, in the last intercensal period the process of return migration started on the basis of readmission agreements, and it is assumed that the census coverage of persons abroad from this region is slightly lower than in CES Zone. Besides the two mentioned emigration zones CES and SWS, the 2011 Census did not register any other area of noticeable emigration that could be characterised as a pronounced emigration zone. It should be emphasised that there is an emigration zone consisting of two municipalities in southern Serbia -Bujanovac and Preševo. According to the 2002 Census and previous censuses, it is similar to CES Zone by the most important characteristics of the population abroad [Penev and Predojević-Despić 2012] . However, the paper does not analyse this emigration zone because the mass boycott of the 2011 Census by the ethnic Albanians caused the lack of even approximate data about the number and characteristics of persons working or residing abroad originating from the two municipalities.
LENGTH OF STAY
Data on length of stay abroad in hot emigration zones are the best indicators of the extent of regional differences in Serbia as far as the time is considered. According to the 2011 Census, out of the total number of Serbian citizens abroad, more than half (175 thousand or 56%) stayed outside the country for less than 10 years. The largest number of Serbian emigrants covered by the last census stayed abroad for less than five years: even one in four (79 thousand or 25%) less than a year, and between one and five years, 53.5 thousand persons or 17%.
One of the main causes of the huge emigration in the period immediately before the last census is the placement of Serbia on the Schengen "white" list in 2010, i.e. the long-awaited opportunity for Serbian citizens to travel visa-free and stay in the European Schengen area up to three months within a period of six months. Moreover, a large number of retirees returning from abroad belong to the group of the so-called transnational migrants, who have returned to live in Serbia but spend part of the year in the former country of residence. Therefore, the data of the last census are significantly different from the data of the previous census in 2002, when more than half (55%) people covered by the census resided abroad for more than 10 years. The largest number of people emigrated in the period between 1987 and 1997 (154 thousand or 37%), immediately before the dissolution of the former Yugoslavia and during the severe crisis that followed. In addition to the abovementioned reasons, certain methodological differences compared to the 2002 Census, such as a different way of enumerating students abroad, putting the focus on enumerating usual residents of Serbia and obtaining information on persons abroad, also influenced the identified differences in the length of stay abroad between the last two censuses.
In terms of the emigration zones there are apparent differences in the length of stay abroad (Table 3) . As already pointed out, the residents of the central-eastern emigration CES Zone were the first to start going abroad, and after the initial wave their number was constantly rising. This affected the people of this zone to stay abroad longer compared to the country average, particularly in relation to the emigrant stock of the Sandžak municipalities, i.e. SWS Zone. According to the 2011 Census, the largest number of people from CES Zone stayed abroad for more than 10 years (44 thousand or 54%). In the 2002 Census, as many as two-thirds of people from this zone stayed abroad for more than 10 years, which shows that the last census covered significantly less the population that had emigrated abroad during the first emigration wave Source: SORS (special census data processing requested by the authors of this paper) in the late 1960s and early 1970s. In 2011, almost one in four emigrant from CES Zone stayed abroad for less than one year (22%), and every third emigrant (33%) less than five years, which represents a doubling of the share compared to 2002, when only 15% of persons stayed abroad for less than five years. In SWS Zone, compared to CES Zone, there was a significantly higher share of individuals registered in 2011 who stayed abroad up to five years: 37% was abroad for less than a year, and 55% for less than five years. Only every fourth emigrant from this zone (5.7 thousand, or 23%) went abroad between 1992 and 2001. Given that in 2002 there were nearly 19 thousand people, i.e. 60% of the total number of emigrants from SWS Zone who had stayed abroad for less than 10 years, the 2011 Census registered a significantly smaller number of people who emigrated during the largest emigration wave of the 1990s.
RECIPIENT COUNTRIES
Germany and Austria are the two most important recipient countries for the population of Serbia, from the first emigration wave in the 1960s, to the last 2011 Census. Over time their "attractiveness" was losing its importance but nevertheless, these two countries registered the largest number of emigrants from Serbia in all the censuses. While in 1981, as much as 60% of Serbian people had worked or stayed in Germany and Austria, in 2011 the share of these two countries was reduced to 40%. It should be emphasised that for Germany, the census data are less realistic because the undercount is higher for people who reside abroad for a long time. At the same time, the share of other recipient countries such as Switzerland, and in the last two decades, Italy, has increased.
Observed by the zones, the heterogeneity of distribution of people abroad is less pronounced in countries of destination, as well as the difference in the structure of emigrants in countries in relation to the length of stay abroad (Table 4) . Both zones have different countries with the largest number of emigrants from that area. According to the 2011 Census data, most emigrants from CES Zone resided in Austria (43%), and in Germany (46%) from SWS Zone. If in the recipient countries only the distribution of emigrants living abroad for ten years or less is observed, then it does not differ significantly from the distribution of the total number of emigrants from the said zone. This suggests that new migrants mostly go to the countries with already established migrant networks comprised of their relatives, friends, or members of similar groups. Compared to 2002, in CES Zone the number and share of persons residing in Italy increased (from 9% in 2002 to 12% in 2011) , and in Germany decreased (from 13% in 2002 to 10% in 2011) , which from the third place in 2002, fell to the fifth place of the list of "top" destination countries in 2011 for people from CES Zone. For emigrants from SWS Zone the number of persons and share in Germany decreased (by 8%), while it became increasingly popular to immigrate to Bosnia and Herzegovina (10%). Source: see Table 3 . Note: Top five countries of destination in one of the analyzed areas have been listed.
ETHNICITY
The ethnic structure of people abroad, as in the entire Serbia, in areas of pronounced emigration is predominantly determined by the ethnic structure of the total population. Moreover, the structure of emigrants by ethnicity essentially depends on the so-called propensity to migrate of members of ethnic communities, which is best shown in the results of the 2002 Census [Predojević-Despić and Penev 2012] . Observed by the zones, the 2011 Census data indicate that the trend of ethnic differentiation of emigrants continued in the last intercensal period, not only by shares of certain ethnicities in the total emigrant stock, but also by their number. In CES Zone, the most numerous among persons abroad are Serbs (59%), while in SWS Zone they are mostly Bosniaks/ Muslims (86%). In both zones the inhabitants of these ethnicities make the absolute majority of the total usual residents. Similar to the situation registered in the 2002 Census, SWS Zone in 2011 shows that the share of members of the major ethnicity Bosniaks/Muslims is lower in population in the country (80%) than in the population abroad (86%), while the share of Serbs in the total number of persons abroad from SWS Zone is significantly lower (7%) than the share of the same ethnicity in the total usual residents from that region (28 %). In 2002 in SWS Zone the share of Bosniaks/Muslims abroad was up to 91% and of the population in the country (68%), while that of the Serbs was (5% and 30% respectively).
Regarding CES Zone in 2011, a large number of persons of unknown ethnicity was registered in its emigrant stock (as many as 20.2 thousand, or 25%), and the persons who did not declare ethnicity (6.6 thousand or 8%). This is a big difference compared to the situation in 2002, when a significantly smaller number and lower share of these two groups was registered (10 thousand or 11%) in the entire emigrant stock from CES Zone. The most important reasons include the already mentioned differences in the way of enumeration of the population abroad compared to the previous 2002 Census. Since the only source of information on the emigrant stock are family members in the country, it is possible that the persons who lived abroad for many years, as well as their family members, avoided to provide information on ethnicity, which mostly focuses on personal sense of affiliation, and represents the so-called subjective topic.
CONCLUSION
Despite the fact that in the last intercensal period 2002-2011 international migration of population in Serbia was much less intense than during the 1990s [ISS 2013] , the available 2011 Census data indicate the continuing trend of emigration. Although the structural characteristics of migration (sex, age, ethnicity, country of destination, etc.) have not essentially changed, there are clear indicators that there have been new forms of international migration. This is indicated by the high number of persons residing abroad for less than one year, which also presents a huge difference compared to the previous 2002 Census. Progress in the process of Serbia's EU accession and placement on the Schengen "white" list in 2010 can be counted among the most important causes. However, the publication of the final and more detailed census data by SORS will provide more precise conclusions.
The 2011 Census results show that no new zones of high emigration in Serbia appeared during the 2000s. The 2002 Census defined three emigration zones: zone in the central-eastern part of Serbia, zone of southern Serbia consisting of municipalities of Bujanovac and Preševo and zone of five Sandžak municipalities in the south-western part of Serbia [Penev and Predojević-Despić 2012] . In this regard, the available 2011 Census results do not indicate the emergence of new high emigration zones. These are still the Central-East Serbia Zone and South-West Serbia Zone, and despite unavailable census data (due to the boycott of the ethnic Albanians), it is assumed that the area of the municipalities of Bujanovac and Preševo is still the "hot" emigration zone.
The 2011 Census results indicate that there are still similar differences between the "hot" emigration zones and other areas in Serbia, primarily in terms of the share of the population abroad in the total population and the value of the APR. There are also differences among the emigration zones, predominantly related to the length of stay abroad, ethnic composition of emigrants and top destination countries. In addition, there are differences within zones, primarily according to the ethnic composition of emigrants and APR by ethnicity. However, for further research and a thorough analysis of current migration flows and causes of the changes in the zones of high emigration, we should certainly wait for the final results of the 2011 Census to be published, regarding Serbian citizens working and residing abroad, as well as returnees from abroad.
